A protocol for magnetic resonance imaging of the temporomandibular joints.
The complex concepts and procedures of magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) are unfamiliar to many dentists. Similarly, many radiologists lack understanding of the clinical requirements of the dentist for accurate assessment of TMJ abnormalities. Thus, TMJ imaging procedures may be inadequate or incomplete, may vary from facility to facility, and sometimes from patient to patient in a given facility. A protocol for TMJ imaging is presented which meets dental requirements and is rapidly performed in the MRI facility. The protocol may be copied and attached to the prescription to the imaging center. It may be modified or expanded to accommodate specific patient requirements or equipment performance.